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Introduction

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the teaching 

and appreciation of Music at Rivington Primary School.

The policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum Statutory Orders; the 

Areas of Learning and Early Learning Goals within the Foundation Stage Curriculum 

and the Music Manifesto which highlights the importance of singing in schools and 

states that every primary school child should have opportunities for sustained and 

progressive instrumental tuition free of  charge or at a reduced rate.  It also 

recognises the cross-curricular nature of music.

Aims

In teaching music we aim to:
1.  Encourage children to sing with enthusiasm from an early age, free from 

                      inhibition.

2. Cultivate listening skills
3. Learn to read Standard Music notation and use other notations.
4    Offer pupils an opportunity to learn several musical instruments
5.  Foster a love and understanding of music through active involvement in 

                     listening, appraising, composing and performing

6.  Develop pupils’ confidence in all musical activities

7.  Promote pupils’ social, cultural and spiritual development through music
8. Develop an awareness of the history of music.
Principles of the Teaching and Learning of Music

‘As well as being a worthwhile activity for its own sake - music is a powerful learning 

tool which can build children’s confidence, team work and language skills’.  (Alan Johnson Education Secretary Jan 2007)

Music has an important contribution to make to the education of every child in developing creative, expressive skills and aesthetic awareness.  Through the teaching of music, children can be provided with the stimulus for a lifetime’s pleasure 

and participation as performers and listeners.   

The fundamental skills, knowledge and concepts of music are acquired through the activities of:

· performing

· composing

· listening

· appraising

· Children need to be able to experiment, create and select sounds using the interrelated dimensions of music
Helping the child to find his/her singing voice is the basis to good music education.  It is the means by which the child acquires a wide repertoire, develops musical memory and learns to make music responses in class.  Voice is the most important performing media because the child him/herself makes the sound; with instruments the child makes no sound but, instead, is concerned with manipulating the instrument to make musical sound.  Within the context of music education, these are two very different media.  Both are essential, but educational progress and musical understanding will be limited unless voice is seen as prime.  (ref. Michael Stocks, Adviser for Music Somerset Education Department)

Wherever possible music at Rivington will be taught by a music specialist.,
There is a standalone music scheme based on the material provided by the Sing Up organisation but there are additional or alternative prescribed units of work to ensure there is a  wider coverage of the subject. This includes First Access instrumental lessons in Year 4 and “Follow On “ classes in year 5 and 6. A short course on ocarinas and recorder should be offered in years 2 and 3 respectively. 
Although we have a scheme in place, whenever high quality  opportunities are offered by outside agencies we consider using them. Cross curricular links are also considered and followed up if appropriate; however links are never forced.
As music is at the heart of the life of the school, time is frequently used to rehearse for class assemblies, performances and whole school events. The music, especially the singing, at these events is of a high quality and we believe justifies deviation from the prescribed music scheme. 
Most of the scheme which is in place is accessible to non specialist teachers and can be considered a starting point for musicians.

Assessment

Children’s learning will be informally assessed through observations and questioning and occasionally though written work.
They will be assessed each half term against age related expectations. (see assessment policy.) However as assessment is based on the skills of the pupils, which  could be demonstrated at any time and both in and out of music lessons, the assessment records may be, and indeed should be, updated when appropriate.
Resources

We have a wide range of tuned and non tuned percussion instruments including a set of junior Samba drums and 20+ djembes. There are also recorders, ocarinas, keyboards and guitars available for use.

The library holds several books on composers and musical history.

Equality and SEN Statement

At Rivington Primary School we aim to provide equality of opportunity for all children whatever their age, ability, gender, race, religion or background.  We aim to create an environment that values each pupil and enables them to achieve their full potential.  We provide a broad and balanced curriculum appropriately differentiated to respond to pupils’ diverse learning needs.  The opportunities and experiences we provide enable our pupils to participate fully and give their best across all aspects of school life.  We place great value on the quality of relationships within our school community and celebrate the achievements of all pupils.
We appreciate that children may have special educational needs throughout, or at any time during their school career.  At Rivington Primary School we aim to facilitate the full inclusion of pupils with special educational needs.
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