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We invite you to come on an exciting learning journey.

Discover, create, invent, explore.

Join the adventure …….
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Teaching and Learning Policy

Introduction

At Rivington Primary School we believe that both adults and children learn new things everyday. Learning should be a rewarding and enjoyable experience for everyone. Our teaching and learning policy aims to ensure that we equip children with the skills, knowledge and necessary understanding to enable them to make informed choices. We want our children to lead happy and rewarding lives.

Aims

At our school we provide a rich and varied learning environment that allows children to develop their skills and abilities to their full potential. 
Through our teaching we aim to;

· Enable our children to understand their community and help them feel valued as part of this community, growing into reliable, independent and positive citizens.

· Show respect for all cultures and promote positive attitudes towards other people.

· Develop the children’s own self respect and self esteem allowing them to build positive relationships with other people from similar and varied backgrounds.

· Ensure they become confident, resourceful, enquiring and independent learners.

Effective Learning

At Rivington Primary School we take into consideration the fact that children learn in many different ways. Through our lessons we take into account these different learning styles, providing, wherever possible, a Visual, Auditory and Kinaesthetic element to our lessons. 

Effective learning results in;

· Knowing you have succeeded

· Feeling you can do more

· Explaining what you have learned

· Applying it to other situations 

· Teaching it to someone else

· Feeling good about yourself

At Rivington Primary School we continue to find new and innovative ways to promote and achieve effective learning. Previously we have explored the use of strategies such as role play, peer and self assessment, and child led learning which has become an integral part of classroom practice. We use many Active Learning techniques to continue to raise standards across the curriculum.

Effective learning will involve;

· Investigation and problem solving

· Research and finding out

· Making connections with prior learning and reviewing and building upon previous knowledge and skills

· Paired learning

· Independent learning

· Group learning – ‘as a group’ as well as ‘in a group’ (Peter Greenhalgh)

· Whole-class learning

· Asking and answering questions – encouraging children to generate their own questions

· Use of ICT

· Fieldwork and visits to places of educational interest

· Creative activities

· Debates, role plays and oral presentation

· Designing and making things

· Participation in physical activity

· Talk partners and Think-Pair-Share

· Working with parents during special weeks in school, e.g. Maths Week/Day
· Enrichment and Golden Time – activities based around children’s interests and staff skills and talents.

· Opportunities for children to share skills and teach others

· Cross age phase projects

· Writing Trips and experiences e.g. our writing corridor experience

We encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning and to reflect on how they learn. We regularly discuss with the children what helps them to learn, what makes it difficult for them to learn and what steps they want to take in their future learning. 

Effective Teaching

We believe that effective learning only comes about from effective teaching. Therefore we aim to motivate the children by building on their existing skills, knowledge, understanding of the curriculum and personal interests. We plan our lessons with clear learning objectives which we take from the National Curriculum and include key skills and topics which are relevant to our children and community. Each class is developing their own theme based plans on a half termly basis which are based on a challenge question for the foundation subjects and have a structure where it is possible for the children to ask and answer their own questions. These theme based plans outline specific skills that the children will develop through a topic.  

For effective teaching to take place there are a number of ‘ingredients’ that we feel are needed. Whilst it is impossible to contain all of these elements in every lesson, we believe that our lessons must contain a number of these listed below:

· A purposeful well prepared plan (efficiently recorded e.g. 5 min lesson plan)
· A thorough understanding of the subject by the teacher

· A safe environment where children are able to try things and mistakes are a positive part of the learning process

· A good knowledge and understanding of the children’s previous knowledge and skills upon which to build new learning use of pre and post learning tasks
· Assessment For Learning – any assessment designed to promote learning and thinking.  It differs from any assessment where the primary purpose is to rank, determine, pass/fail or give marks. Significant focuses of AFL are: questioning, feedback through marking and peer and self-assessment.  The best lessons have continual breaks for AFL which inform the teacher’s next steps.
· Effective use of good questioning – to draw out existing knowledge, challenge existing knowledge and misconceptions, to support limited knowledge and understanding and modelling effective questions so that they can formulate their own 

· Appropriate challenge and differentiation for all children 

· Teacher modelling

· Feedback through marking – see school’s Marking Policy

· Peer and self-assessment – simple and effective strategies such as traffic lights, 5-finger scale, 2 stars and a wish are successful because:

· Pupils often accept constructive feedback and help from peers better than adults/teachers

· Peers use the same natural language as each other

· Pupils learn and build self-esteem by taking the role of teachers

· Pupils are more likely to interrupt each others explanations and seek clarification

· Pupils are doing more of the thinking and learning for themselves.

· Appropriate resources that are well directed to support learning. Including the use of ICT to extend and support interactive learning.  

· A well paced lesson with a range of activities that take into consideration VAK, which results in learners behaving well and being engrossed in their work.

· Imaginative teaching methods selected carefully to deliver the lesson objectives relating to genuine real life contexts (see appendix for Active Learning techniques and examples of observations of them being used).

· Sharing of learning objectives in child friendly language

To ensure this takes place, the SLT have a list of identified key elements that they expect to see when observing a lesson and monitoring planning (see examples of lesson observations in appendix).

Learning Environment

Our classrooms are attractive learning environments which reflect the priorities of the school improvement plan. In Summer 2013 we began a classroom refurbishment programme that will be carried out on a rolling programme.  This will include redecoration, better lighting, replacement of old fitted cupboards with more flexible furniture and more practical sink units.  The Key Stage 1 sinks will also be updated.  
All classes have displays that have an interactive element whenever appropriate and possible. We encourage the children to contribute to these displays through collections of exciting vocabulary, writing ideas, and the sharing of learning advice with the rest of the class. The use of working walls including the introduction of blackboards in most classroom allow for a constantly changing, interactive display of children’s current learning.

Other displays celebrate the children’s achievement, allowing them to have the opportunity to display their best work at some point during the year. We believe that a stimulating environment sets the climate for learning, and an exciting classroom promotes independent use of resources and high quality work by the children. 

Each classroom should usually have an area that promotes reading for pleasure, an area to encourage role play and an area inside or near the classroom that promotes SMSC reflection.  

Our school grounds are also a valuable part of our learning environment and opportunities for using them are planned for and utilised.  We have an allotment, a small wild area, football pitch, running track, low level trail, sensory seating area, and playground.  Nursery and Reception have their own enhanced outdoor areas.  We have just planted a forest at the edge of our field.
Opportunities to use local areas and resources are also taken.
In order to provide a safe, secure, happy and healthy learning environment we establish a good working relationship with all children in the class. We treat them fairly and give them equal opportunity to take part in class activities. At the beginning of the year each class discusses and decides upon an agreed set of class rules. We expect all children to comply with these rules that we have jointly devised to promote the best learning opportunities for all.  We also put a great emphasis on praise and take every opportunity to highlight children’s effort and contributions.

The Curriculum
We are currently implementing the new curriculum in some classes (as recommended by the Government) and this will be taught in all classes from September 2015.  We are trialling our own creative, challenge curriculum which is based on our most successful topics and some new ones and is in line with the new national curriculum.
Our curriculum design is currently under review due to the new curriculum to be implemented Autumn 2014.  Our school plan contains the following underpinning aims:-
1. Curriculum Design

To constantly design a curriculum to motivate and inspire our children to make the most of their learning experiences and give them the skills necessary to meet their future needs

· Keep up to date with current educational initiatives and evaluate their effectiveness in our context, including trialling different teaching methods and adapting and evaluating these carefully where relevant.
· Carry out our own action based research and co coaching to inform our practice

.
· Continue to plan and deliver foundation subjects in a cross curricular, relevant way including the key identified features in planning.  Focussing on

·  redesigning an ICT curriculum that is more appropriate for our children and the society they live in

· integrating Science into cross curricular plans

· promoting the teaching of music with Y4 and 5 children having the opportunity to learn a musical instrument

· developing the programme of MFL taught in school, building on current practice to ensure children have high quality language teaching throughout the school

· Continue to design a curriculum which promotes community cohesion by

· Developing links with other schools nationally and internationally

· Take part in community and network projects

Monitoring and Evaluation

See school’s Monitoring and Evaluation Policy.

Target Setting
We set short-term literacy and Numeracy targets with the children throughout each term and we share these targets with parents.   Targets are based on outcomes from assessment for learning activities.  We review the progress of each child throughout each term and revised targets are set as appropriate.

Role of Parents

We believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn. The school goes to great lengths to make connections with parents and involving them in school life. We do all we can to inform parents about what and how their children are learning by;

· Sending information to parents through a weekly newsletter 
· Sending the end of year expectations and the topic plans every half term (these are also on the website).
· Holding regular parents’ evenings to report on pupils progress and targets

· Annual written report sent to parents explaining the progress made and targets to improve further

· Weekly homework appropriate to each key stage which includes the children’s targets (see homework policy)

· Inviting parents into school for special events, e.g. Art Week

· We have a school website and pages for each class
· We send home the Agreed behaviour targets at the start of the year
We also believe that parents have the responsibility to support their children and school in implementing the school policies. We encourage parents to;

· Fulfil the requirements set out in the home/school agreement signed in February each year
· Ensure their child has the best attendance record possible

· Promote a positive attitude towards school and learning in general

· Inform school if there are matters outside of school that are likely to effect a child’s performance of behaviour

· Ensure that their child is equipped for school with the correct uniform, etc.

· Do their best to keep their child healthy and fit to attend school

Role of Governors

Our Governors are committed to the continuing development of the school.  They are supportive, confidential, understanding; set realistic goals; monitor the school’s commitment to excellence; and celebrate the school’s success.

Our Governors determine, support, monitor and review the school policies on teaching and learning. In particular they:

· monitor the effectiveness of the school’s teaching and learning policies through the school self-review processes.  These include reports from subject leaders and the half-termly headteacher’s report to governors as well as review of the in-service training sessions attended by our staff.

· monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of raising pupil attainment through visits to the school;

· support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by helping to allocate resources effectively;

· ensure that the school buildings and premises are best used to support successful teaching and learning;

· ensure that staff development and performance management policies promote good quality teaching and learning.

Equality and SEN Statement

At Rivington Primary School we aim to provide equality of opportunity for all children whatever their age, ability, gender, race, religion or background.  We aim to create an environment that values each pupil and enables them to achieve their full potential.  We provide a broad and balanced curriculum appropriately differentiated to respond to pupils’ diverse learning needs.  The opportunities and experiences we provide enable our pupils to participate fully and give their best across all aspects of school life.  We place great value on the quality of relationships within our school community and celebrate the achievements of all pupils.
We appreciate that children may have special educational needs throughout, or at any time during their school career.  At Rivington Primary School we aim to facilitate the full inclusion of pupils with special educational needs.
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