[image: image1.jpg]



RIVINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT/ENVIRONMENTAL

 POLICY

Rivington Primary School

Sustainable Development Policy

Sustainable development is essential to ensure quality of life without damaging the planet for the future. This requires a balance between economic prosperity, social equality and care for the environment.

We will endeavour to address issues of global sustainability across all areas of school life.

At Rivington Primary School we will educate for Sustainable Development through example, participation and direct teaching. Direct teaching will be through science and geography although teaching and learning will take place across all subject areas where appropriate. All these approaches will aim to raise awareness, understanding, practice and reflection of the key principles.

Inclusion and Participation

As part of our commitment to the ‘Every Child Matters’ agenda our children are encouraged to participate in all areas of the Eco School programme and encourage parents and other volunteers to support our action plans. Rivington Primary School was awarded Eco Schools Silver.
Food and Drink

Rivington Primary has achieved the Healthy Schools award and we continue to encourage children to eat healthy through Healthy Schools Enhancement activities.  We provide the children with healthy school meals and alert parents to what constitutes a healthy lunchbox.  The children are encouraged to bring fresh water to school everyday and fresh water is freely available.  Our school grows a variety of vegetables.
Energy

As an Eco School we are conscious of the need to conserve energy and water. Adults and children are encouraged to acknowledge these issues. Switch off lights posters have been designed and displayed by the pupils.  An annual eco/energy saving week has been introduced across the school.
Appropriate equipment has been installed to reduce water wastage.

Double glazing fitted to approximately 50% of the windows.  External doors are closed whenever possible to conserve heat. 

Recycling
Children collect materials for recycling and re used paper once per week from each classroom.  Every classroom and most other spaces have dedicated containers for this purpose. Everyone is encouraged to re use, then re cycle paper wherever possible.  
Computer equipment
Ink cartridges are collected in the box in the ICT suite and are recycled.

All obsolete electrical and ICT equipment is disposed of appropriately to ensure components are re cycled.  

Transport

Children and parents are encouraged to walk to school.  It is a frequent item on monthly newsletters.
We participate in Walk to School Week.

We have undertaken a travelling to school survey.

Our walking bus operates every Tuesday and Friday.
Children are rewarded for walking to school in assemblies.

Safe places for cycle storage is provided for pupils and parents.
Grounds

We encourage our children to look after the garden areas and use their ideas for the future development of other wildlife areas. We encourage the involvement of parents and other members of the community to support future development.  The kitchen staff also compost their waste.
Children help keep the grounds free from rubbish by collecting litter in fun animal bins chosen by the school council and funded by the PTA.  
Monitoring and reviewing

The school governors will review the policy for Sustainable Development (Environmental Policy). 

Monitoring progress will be through achieving the next level of Eco School Award, any surveys etc. regarding travel and development of school ground for environmental learning.

