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We invite you to come on an exciting learning journey.

 Discover, create, invent, explore.  Join the adventure …….

Reviewed November 2015
AIMS AND POLICY OF ‘PARENTS IN SCHOOL’

Our main aims, with regard to parent-helpers at Rivington, is to enhance the quality of education we provide for the children and to foster the partnership between home and school.  We also aim to help parents have a better understanding of the education process and to develop their own skills and interests within the school community.

It is our policy to encourage parents to take an active part in the life of the school and to welcome their involvement.  We also believe in lifelong learning and try to support our community in the extension of their skills. 

a) Confidentiality:
We ask that all parents respect the confidentiality of individuals in the school both staff and children.  Please do not discuss individuals outside of school.  If asked questions please refer parents to relevant staff in school.
b) Health & Safety:   See relevant information regarding i) fire procedures ii) classroom safety and iii) accident procedures in the ‘Health & Safety policy’ document  iv)  Hygienic Preparation of Food.  
Parents should always work directly under a member of staff and should not be left alone with a child or group of children.
c) Attendance/Absence procedures:   Once a parent-helper has agreed to assist in school we obviously expect them to be committed and reliable, as their teacher mentor will have planned work assuming their regular attendance.  If, however, the parent feels they can no longer commit themselves, for whatever reason, they should not hesitate to discuss this with the teacher.

d) Refreshment places and times:  Parent-helpers are free to have coffee/tea etc. at the relevant time for their class .  Class teachers will advise where this is appropriate.  Would parents please note that as part of the Health & Safety policy, smoking is not permitted in the school, or in the school grounds.
g) Personnel Contacts/Communications:  A parent’s first contact for any reason is their classroom teacher.  If however, a parent feels that they cannot speak to the teacher for some reason, then they should see the Head or the Deputy.

If a parent wishes to be a helper they can approach the office or any teacher.  They will be allocated a class to work in.  If a particular teacher already has sufficient parent-helpers, then they may be offered an alternative, and then it is up to themselves whether they accept the place offered.  The teacher will explain all the relevant details of the role they are to undertake while in the class.  It should be noted that roles are bound to differ from class to class.

We feel that parents should not help in classes with their own children on a regular basis.

h) Relationships:  Parent/Staff:   Parents will be treated as equal individuals within the school and respected for the role they play.  Likewise, the staff should be respected both as a professional mentor and individual.  

‘In front’ of the children, adults should always be addressed with Mr./Mrs./ or Miss.  

Parents/Children:

Parents should treat the children as they would expect their own child to be treated i.e. with individual respect, fairness, care, compassion and friendliness. If a parent feels that they have trouble with child relationships, or children are disrespectful, they should immediately speak to the class teacher.  Parents should not deal with discipline problems nor reprimand any child. 

Child Protection

When helping in school there will always be another adult with you.  Please make sure you are never alone with a child.  If a child tells you anything you are unsure about, listen carefully but refer the matter to a member of school staff immediately.

Roles for Parents in School
Parents can assist in school in a variety of ways.  Some of the most common are listed below:-

Regular Help

Librarian

Parents can supervise children in the library assisting them choose books and finding information.

Other Help

Parents will often be requested to accompany classes on trips, visits, local walks etc.

Class teachers will provide parents with instructions and risk assessments.

Parents/Grandparents may also offer their expertise to support class projects, to give talks on certain jobs, or help with creative activities.  If you have a skill you think we can use please let us know.
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